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COVID-19 Cook Islands Response 

Ministry of Education Media Release 

 

 

Sunday 22nd March, Cabinet convened a special meeting to consider additional special measures for 

COVID-19, and in light of further restrictions put in place by New Zealand. 

An important initiative was the instruction by Cabinet, with the advice from the Secretary of Health, to 

bring school holidays forward for all Pa Enua schools and education institutions.  As a result of this 

decision; 

 

1. The last day of term 1, for all Pa Enua schools, will be Monday 23rd March 2020. 

2. The school holiday period for all schools is anticipated to last for 2 weeks, ending Friday 3rd April 

2020, bringing in line with Rarotonga schools who ended term one on Friday 20th March 2020. 

3. This also includes an earlier than anticipated semester break for all tertiary providers in the 

Cook Islands; Cook Islands Tertiary Training Institute and the University of the South Pacific Cook 

Islands Campus. 

4. Resuming learning for all schools and providers following the earlier than anticipated holiday 

period and semester break will be subject to review and advice from Te Marae Ora – Ministry of 

Health. 

5. The Ministry of Education Headquarters in Nikao, Rarotonga, will remain open with business as 

usual. 

 

 

What does this mean for our schools, providers and our teachers?  

A reminder that this is not a school closure.   

Bringing the school holidays forward for all schools is a precautionary measure to reduce the risk of 

infection to families.  Keeping our children and learners at home allows our families to practice and 

implement social distancing measures and to plan together as a family.   

However, this school holiday and semester break will look very different for our families.  Children 

should not be out and about, in groups, enjoying sleepovers etc.  Keep our children at home and keep 

our families distanced. 
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Families would have already seen a number of measures being taken by schools to prepare and plan. 

1. Schools have been and continue to engage with their school communities collecting school 
survey’s that includes up to date contact details but also information around technology, 
devices and access to data in the home. 

2. We’re doing this so that in the event we need to deliver education differently, we have all the 
correct information to put options in place. 

3. What would be really helpful is having our families test these lines of communication with 
schools – so jump on email, respond to your child’s school, start engaging with your child’s 
teacher now through other modes of communication.   

4. This isolated teaching model will be in its simplest form, and right now that may be email, Zoom, 
self-directed/independent learning/ Skype.  

 

This holiday period, like all others, provides an opportunity for all teachers to rest, plan and 

prepare.  Some schools are already well on top of their response strategies, for others this will be an 

opportunity to continue planning and preparing for an isolated teaching model, as contingency.   

Teachers may still utilize resources in school to assist with planning and can also work in school during 

this time, so long as social distancing measures are in place and there are no gatherings of large groups 

of no more than 10 people.  It is critical that we are all looking after ourselves at this time, so do not put 

yourself or your family into a situation where you may be exposed to any risks. We still need to minimize 

contact with others and give opportunity for our children to reinforce the messages they have learnt in 

school with their families. 

 

The Cook Islands Ministry of Education have established two free hotlines to help during this time. 

0800 3388 (0800 EDUU) – This free number has been set up to allow for families who may be out 

of credit to still contact ALL schools in the Cook Islands in urgent situations.  When calling, Mum & Dad 

will be prompted to select an option for individual schools and will be put in touch with the 

principal.  This number should not be used for calling through any absences or late arrivals. 

 

Professional and confidential counselling support is available for all school aged students and staff.  If 

you wish to engage with the counselling team please phone 0800 3333, this is a free line for students 

and staff.  You can also SMS text +682 54942 and email help@education.gov.ck to reach the 

counselling team.   

 

Stay safe, stay informed and be kind to one another. 

Meitaki Maata. 

  End. 
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